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LANATUS FABLE OP THE BELLY AND THE MEMBERS. 

When, in the days of early Rome, the plebeians, in their 
first great rupture with the patricians, angrily seceded to 
the Sacred Mount, the venerable and patriotic Menenius 
Agrippa Lanatus, himself a worthy patrician, effected a 
reconciliation by his famous apologue of the Belly and the 
Members, as follows : 

u In olden times, when every Member of the body 
could think for itself, and each had a separate will of its 
own, they all, with one consent, resolved to revolt against 
the Belly. They knew no reason, they said, why they 
should toil from morning to night in its service, while the 
Belly lay at its ease in the midst of all, and indolently 
grew fat upon their labors. Accordingly, they agreed to 
support it no more. The feet vowed they would carry it 



no longer ; the hands that they would do no more work ; 
the teeth that they would not chew another morsel of 
meat, even were it placed between them. Thus resolved, 
the Members for a time showed their spirit and kept their 
resolution. But they soon found that, instead of mortify- 
ing the Belly, they only reduced themselves to the last 
degree of emaciation." 

st. paul's analogy of the human body. 

More than five hundred years afterwards, another 
Roman citizen, seeking to reconcile factions which were 
rending a certain community in Corinth, and perhaps 
remembering the apologue of old Lanatus, wrote as fol- 
lows : 

" As the body is one, and hath many members, and all 
the members of the body, being many, are one body ; so 
also is Christ. For in one Spirit were we all baptized into 
one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free ; 
and were all made to drink of one Spirit. For the body 
is not one member, but many. If the foot shall say, 
Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body ; it is 
not therefore not of the body. And if the ear shall say, 
Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body ; it is not 
therefore not of the body. If the whole body were an eye, 
where were the hearing ? If the whole were hearing, where 
were the smelling? But now hath God set the members 
each one of them in the body, even as it pleased him. 
And if they were all one member, where were the body ? 
But now they are many members, but one body. And 
the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee ; 
or again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. 
Nay, much rather, those members of the body which seem 
to be more feeble are necessary; and those parts of the 
body, which we think to be less honorable, upon these we 
bestow more abundant honor; and our uncomely parts 
have more abundant comeliness ; whereas our comely 
parts have no need ; but God tempered the body together, 
giving more abundant honor to that part which lacked ; 
that there should be no schism (rent, dismemberment) in 
the body ; but that the members should have the same 
care for one another. And whether one member suffereth, 
all the members suffer with it ; or one member is honored, 
all the members rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of 
Christ, and several members thereof (members each in his 
part)." lCor. 12: 12-27. 



